
PURIFIED TEREPHTHALIC ACID 
 
Chemical name: Purified terephthalic acid (PTA) 
CAS number: 100-21-0 
HS Code: 29173600 
Packaging details: bag 
 
About product: 
Purified Terephthalic acid is an organic compound with formula C6H4(CO2H)2. This white 
solid is a commodity chemical, used principally as a precursor to the polyester PET, used to 
make clothing and plastic bottles. Several million tonnes are produced annually. 
 

 
PARAMETER 

 
PARAMETER 

 
METHOD 

 
Appearance 

White, free-flowing 
crystalline powder, free from 

visible contamination 

 
Visual Inspection 

Acid Number 675 +/-2 mg KOH/g Auto Titrator 
Ash 6 ppm w/w max Gravimetric - Ignition in furnace 

800°C 
Total Significant Metals (Co, 

Cr, Mo,Mn, Ni, Ti) 
4 ppm w/w max. Inductively Coupled Plasma ICP 

- AES 
Iron Fe 1 ppm w/w max Inductively Coupled Plasma ICP 

- AES 

4-Carboxybenzaldehyde 
(4- CBA) 

25 ppm w/w max High performance Liquid 
Chromatography - HPLC 

p-Toluic Acid + 4-CBA 190 ppm w/w max High performance Liquid 
Chromatography - HPLC 

Moisture 0,2% w/w max Karl Fischer Titration 

Color in 2 Molar KOH solution 10 Hazen max Color Comparator 

b* (Color) 1,2 max Color View - BYK Garden 

Median Size Particle 115 +/-20 microns Laser Diffraction 

Millipore 0,9 min Color View - BYK Garden 

 
 
 
 
 

Chemical raw materials for keeping your business run continuously 
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